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My dear President Falconer; 


The Committee of Reference and Counsel representing the Mission 
Boards of North America have been conscious for years of the need of 2 
better knowledge of the higher Christian educational institutions’ con- 
ditions and needs in China. Commmications received recently, as well as 
others of earlier date, from the Continuation Committee representing all 
the Protestant foreign mission and educational work in China, urge that 
a commission be sent from America as soon as possible to make a complete 
and thorough survey of the state and needs of higher education in that 
country, and report to the Mission Boards the results of their survey. 


After obtaining a unanimously favorable reply from nearly all 
of the American Mission Boards and organizations carrying on work in China, 
the Special Committee appointed for this purpose is in a position to an- 
nounce that such a commission is authorized, and they are now directed to 
proceed to make detailed arrangements for carrying out the wishes of the 
Boards and of the China Continuation Committee. 


It is the judgment of the Continuation Comnittee in China, which 
is now, in cooperation with the China Christian Educational Association, 
actively engaged in collecting and arranging material in preparation for 
the work of the commission, that four or five months in China will be ample 
to complete the survey in a satisfactory manner, beginning early in the 
year 1919. 


We are authorized by a vote of this Committee of Reference and 
Counsel to announce that you have been wmanimously elected a member of this 
commission, and we sincerely hope you will be able, in spite of your present 
heavy responsibilities, to render China and the missionary organizations of 
North America this important service. This is a critical period in China's 
history, when the entire country is conscious of its need of adequate leader- 


aes October 29, 1918 


ship in whom confidence can be placed and from whom safe counsel and wise 
direction can be assured. It is time, therefore, to begin to plan wisely 
and scientifically for a real, Christian edwational advance in that great 
country. The sending of this commission is an important step in this direc- 
tione 


The expenses of the commission of three will be provided. The 
other members invited are Dre Ae We Harris of New York and Dean James E. 
Russell of New York 


We will be glad to confer with you upon this important subject 


and do everything in our pover to aid you in preparation for this significant 


missionary and educational commission. 


On behalf of the Sub-Committee upon this commission, I remain 


Most sincerely yours, i “/ 
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President Robert Ae Falconer, LL.D., 
University of Toronto, 
Toronto, Ontario. 
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14 Beacon Street, Boston, Mass. 
November 14, 1918, 


Sir Robert Falconer 
University of Toronto 
Ai , Ontario, Canada 


My dear Sir Robert:- 


must confess that your favor of November 5 which 
came when I was absent brought no little sense of hope that 
you might be able to secure release from your many responsi- 
bilities and duties in order to serve the Mission Boards of 
North America and, in fact, of the world upon this important 
educational commission to China. The service is a genuine 
service, one that has never been rendered and which will lie 
at the foundation not only of future missionary educational 
work in China but, I believe, of the Chinese educational work 
itself. One of the points to be investigated and prepared 
for will be to come to such understanding with the Chinese 
yovernment that the national schools and the mission schools 
will work in absolute harmony and cooperation for giving to 
the young men and young women of China a satisfactory educa- 
tion in order that they may best discharge their responsi- 
bilities in the future to the country and to the world. 
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Dr. Harris has accepted. Dean Russell has the 
question under advisement still, and I sincerely hope both 
of you will be able finally to accept and perform this 
important service for the world. 

With every personal regard, 


Sincerely 


JLB /M 


